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BEWARE:  COVID-19 Charity Scams 
 
The FBI has posted a bulletin regarding charity scams during the pandemic. Nationwide, the FBI and 
other law enforcement agencies have received reports of scammers fraudulently soliciting donations for 
individuals, groups, and areas affected by COVID-19. They are leveraging the COVID-19 pandemic to 
steal your money, your personal information, or both. Don’t let them. 

Charity scams often occur when a scammer poses as a real charity or uses the name of a real charity to 
get money from you. 

Be careful about giving money to any charity calling you for donations and be wary if you get a call about 
a donation pledge that you don’t remember making. Remember, you can’t always believe your caller ID. 
Scammers often spoof organizations’ phone numbers. It’s always best to research the organization 
telephone number yourself and call direct to verify. Do not be pressured or rushed to donate. That is a 
strong indicator of a scam. 
 
A lot of good information can be found in the FBI bulletin. Here is the link: 
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel/press-releases/fbi-warns-of-potential-charity-fraud-associated-
with-the-covid-19-pandemic 
 
Connectivity Issues During COVID? 
 
The Vermont Temporary Broadband Subsidy Program may be able to help get you connected.  
 The Temporary Broadband Subsidy Program provides eligible Vermont households with a credit to 
assist with Internet service subscriptions. Residential account holders who have suffered an economic 
hardship due to COVID-19 and require high-speed Internet services for a qualifying need may receive a 
temporary credit of up to $40 per month toward an Internet service subscription. Applicants must attest 
to needing an Internet subscription for remote work, distance learning or telehealth services 
You must register first at this link:  
 https://vermont.force.com/economicrecovery/s/dps-register?covid=false 
 
A link to the full description and qualifications for this program has been placed on the Town of 
Middlebury website. 
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Coronavirus/Vermont%20Temporary%2
0Broadband%20Subsidy%20Program%20(1).pdf 
 
Masks, Masks, Everywhere 
 
Just a mid-week reminder-the Police have cloth masks available to the public. There is no cost. You can 
stop by the police station anytime Monday- Saturday 7 am- 11 pm if you need one (or some) or know 
someone who does.  They make a great stocking stuffer. They are rugged, washable, and free. For the 
fashion conscious they only come in white. Boring, perhaps, but they won’t conflict with what you’re 
wearing- paisley, polka dots, stripes, plaid, tie dye or other. Just don’t wear them in the woods during 
rifle deer season, though. 
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Where We Stand 
 
As of today, there have been a total of 9 COVID positives in Middlebury this year, that we know of. This 
has not changed in a few weeks. That’s good. But in the last 14 days there have been 9 new COVID cases 
in Addison County residents. Nine, being more than zero,  is a warning that we’re still at risk.  With 
respect to the rest of the state, Addison County is holding its own. At one time Addison County was 
behind only Chittenden in aggregate COVID cases. There are now 7 Vermont counties ahead of Addison 
in total COVID cases.  Sluggish growth, comparatively, but growth none the less. Make of that what you 
will.   Here we have words to live by, courtesy of “Hill Street Blues”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJDQewSMB-E 
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